
JANUARY RESOLUTIONS usually consist of mak-
ing a fresh start and getting organized to be ready for the 
challenges of the new year.  Helping your children with or-
ganization skills is a gift toward doing their best in school 
and in life. In addition to the planner, consider a large family 
calendar.  Update the calendar on Sunday nights to prepare 
for the week ahead. Ask your child to plan ahead for long 
term projects or studying. Encourage your child to be an in-
dependent thinker by assigning specific places to keep the 
child’s belongings. Have your child begin to set out the next 
day’s clothes  and pack up an instrument or book bag the 
night before. Help your child find a study spot that reduces 
interruptions, distractions and is all his. Use a timer as a sig-
nal if your child is having trouble accomplishing tasks, like 
homework, or to shorten phone, computer, and game use. 
Create files for review notes.  

People with goals succeed because they know where 
they are going. —Earl Nightingale 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

• 1/11 PTA MEETING 
9:30 a.m. 

• School Closed –Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day 
Observed 

• 1/31-2/7– Midterm Ex-
ams Administered (See 
Website for info) 

• 2/11 Family Fun Flick 
Friday 7 p.m. Audito-
rium 

Principal’s Message —  
Living up to basic ethical standards in the classroom — 
discipline, tolerance, honesty — is one of the most 
important ways children learn how to function in society 
at large.     Eloise Salholz 
 

 

January, 2005 
 

Volume Three 
Issue Four 

The Middle View 

MOMA Opens 2 

Music News 2 

Cyber Bullying 2 

Maintaining 
Grade Integ-
rity—No “Take 
Home”  Exams 
or Quizzes 

2 

  

  

  

Inside this 
issue: 

Dear Parents, 

     I trust you had a wonderful holiday season.  May you and your family  
be blessed with health and happiness within the new year.   

     As we reflect on our priorities, as parents and educators we need to 
remember our joint mission of assisting our children toward the develop-
ment of strong character — both public and private.  Indeed, it is only 
when a person has developed personal integrity, that we may expect to 
see the emergence of community responsibility.    

     We cannot appreciate honesty in public life if we are dishonest in our 
personal dealings.  We cannot appreciate democracy if we do not value 
the opinions of others.   We will not assist others when we do not know 
empathy. 

     So, we will work in partnership with you to ensure that our children get 
a consistent message.  We will demonstrate integrity in ourselves as we 
expect it from others.   This is one resolution for the new year that we 
all need to keep. 

Best wishes, 

Peter Osroff  

Family Fun 
Flick Friday 
Friday, February  11th, 
2005 

At 7PM 

Middle School  

Auditorium 

Parents—Please accompany your middle 
school and older children —  
FREE POPCORN! 
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MANHATTAN 
MOMA 
RETURNS….. 

 

AND SO DO OUR ART 
CLASSES! 
The 7th grade students in Mrs. 
Kastner’s and Mr. Wilkonski’s 
art classes are very excited 
about their upcoming trip to the 
MOMA Manhattan.  Garden City 
Middle School will be one of the 
first school groups to visit the 
newly expanded museum, which 
has nearly doubled its capacity.  
Three trips will take place this 
month and the art classes are 
now busy preparing for the mar-
velous works of art by Van 
Gogh, Picasso, Cezanne, Pol-
lack and the other wonderful 
artists that are showcased in the 
MOMA! 

 

“MON HORAIRE” 
Students in Mr. Strauzer’s 7th 
Grade French classes recently 
used their French language 
skills to complete a presenta-
tion in which they wrote their 
daily schedule of classes.  The 
required topics were the pe-
riod, teacher, class and start-
ing and ending times, if they 
like the class and why.  Each 
student had the opportunity to 
verbally present their schedule 
to the class.  Students made 
posters and used Microsoft 
Front Page for this assign-
ment. The activity turned out to 
be an excellent culminating 
activity in review and ad-
dressed several aspects of the 
education topic of the New 
York State World Languages 
Checkpoint Learning Stan-
dards.  Kudos to all! 
 

 
Maintaining Grade Integrity 

     In order to ensure the integrity of our 
school’s testing and grade assessment 
practices, and provide consistent opportu-
nities for all students,  we will no longer 
give take-home “exams” and “quizzes.”    

     Of course, in establishing report card 
grades, teachers should provide students 
with opportunities for (evaluated) work 
done either fully or partially at home.  
These types of appropriate home assign-
ments include reports, research for in-
class presentations, ongoing essay revi-
sion, library assignments, Internet re-
search, current events, graded work-
sheets, projects, etc.    

     As educators we understand that stu-
dents do, and should, receive parental 
assistance with school-work assigned for 
completion at home.  Indeed, we encour-
age parents to assist their children with 
their daily and long-term assignments.  
However, work completed at home, is not 
congruent with the integral meaning of  
“exam, test or quiz.”   Therefore, only in-
school assessments may be so desig-
nated.    

Risk of Cyber-Bullying 
    As some of us know only too well, technol-
ogy’s instant and macro-level results (via the 
Web, IM, etc.) mean two things to pranksters 
and the grownups in their lives:  They’ve “all but 
erased the reflection time that once existed 
between the planning of a silly prank—or a 
serious stunt—and its commission” and “made 
it nearly impossible to contain a regrettable 
deed—because once committed, there’s almost 
no way to retrieve and destroy all evidence of it 
in cyberspace,” wrote Mark Franek, dean of 
students at Philadelphia’s William Penn Charter 
School, in a Christian Science Monitor op-ed 
piece.  Kids needs to be aware of how perma-
nent a message on the Web can be. 
   A mean instant message to 140 kids on a 
child’s buddy list can not only hurt a child but 
can also be archived for Googling by future 
acquaintances.  An inappropriate photo taken 
by picture phone in a school locker room and 
posted in a blog can be found and circulated 
around the Net indefinitely by total strangers 
who could be criminally prosecuted for doing 
so.  
    “Schools, technology companies, and par-
ents need to educate themselves and take 
responsibility for getting this growing problem 
under control,” Franek writes.  Parental street 
smarts can help protect tech-whizkids from 
making big mistakes with technology that not 
only enables but magnifies and broadcasts 
those mistakes.—Printed with permission of 
Anne Collier, Editor, of the SafeKids/Net Family 
Newsletter,www.netfamilynews.org. 
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
NEWS 
Congratulations to all of 
our music students for their 
fine winter concert perform-
ances! 
ELECTRONIC MUSIC NEWS 
Our one of a kind electronic 
music program continues to 
flourish.  Over 200 middle 
school students learn pi-
ano/keyboard, electric guitar, 
drums, and bass music, ex-
plore music theory, and de-
velop musical awareness.  
The program accommodates 
beginners, as well as more 
experienced musicians, allow-
ing each child to develop at 
his or her own pace.  Innova-
tive and engaging music soft-
ware motivates students and 
makes learning fun! Students 
work independently and in 
groups, often helping each 
other learn.  The program is 
designed to build a foundation 
of common musical knowl-
edge whiled uncovering and 
developing each child’s 
unique skills, talents, and in-
terests.  In an exciting per-
formance last year, over 60 of 
these students built confi-
dence while they displayed 
their talents in classical key-
board ensembles and in dy-
namic rock bands. Innovative 
music programs like this one 
keep Garden City in the fore-
front of music education!  


